or the tradesmen, and the Sudras or the agriculturists. This
method of division was found to be very convenient in the olden
days. A boy born ofSudra parents would not even think of a job
other than agriculture. All this is changing today, however. With
all the modern modes of fast travel, people are travelling all over
the world and are coming under the influence of other
cultures.There are intercaste and even international marriages.
So, the original caste system is fast becoming out-dated. A
Kshatriya may go for high studies like Ph.D. in Nuclear Physics
and a Brahmin may be a successful cloth merchant.
When all is said and done actually, caste system is more a state
of mind, a mode of behaviour rather than a water-tight
compartmentalisation. A person who is immersed in Brahman
all the time can therefore be called Brahmana. An individual
who is always trying to safeguard the interests of society, who is
ever crusading against evil-doers and protecting the interests of
the virtuous can definitely be called a Kshatriya and so on. Have
I been able to clarify your doubt, friend? Yes? I'm so glad.
Q -    What is Moksha, Swamiji?
S - Moksha is liberation, liberation from the bondage of body and
family, liberation from attachment to the material world. It is the
attainment of the ever-existing, ever-stable, ever-pure Atma-
Thathwa, getting rid of the ephemeral, transitory, ever unreal,
impure Dehathathwa. Moha Plus kshaya is equal to Moksha.
Q -    Swami, what are the characteristics of the Atmal
S -    The Atma is a part of the Paramatma, just as droplets of water
are part of the mighty ocean and grains of sand part of the vast
desert.
As such, the nature of the Atma is Ananda or Bliss, Sathyam or
Truth and immortality. The Atma knows no sorrow or pain, it is
ever in a state of bliss. Amidst a world that is constantly changing,
the Atma is the only substance which always was, is, and always
will be. The physical body may die, but the Atma has no death; it
is immortal. It is ageless; it always was and always will be.
What is the real T? Is it the body, the mind, the limbs, the beautiful
face? No, it is the Atman. You think the pant and shirt you wear
or the saree you don belongs to you. But these are here today,
gone tomorrow. When they are torn, you discard them, don't you,
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